16 March 1859. 22 Vict. 




BILL 



INTITULED 



An Act for the Union of the Diocesan Courts and 
Registries in Ireland ; for the Regulation of the 
Mode of Procedure therein, and also in the 
Metropolitan Courts of Armagh and Dublin ; 
and for Appeals therefrom. 

W HEREAS it is expedient to make Provision for the Union 
of the Consistorial or Diocesan Courts and Registries in 
Ireland ; for the Regulation of the Mode of Procedure 
therein, and also in the Metropolitan Courts of Armagli and Dublin ; 
g and for Appeals therefrom ; for the better Preservation of the Eccle- 
siastical Records and other Instruments ; and for the Establishment 
at a future Time of a Central Registry in Dublin for the Provinces 
and Dioceses in Ireland: Be it enacted by the Queen’s most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the A'dvice and Consent of the Lords 
IQ Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the Authority of the same, as follows : 

Miscellaneous Clauses. 

I, This Act shall come into operation on such Day, not sooner 
than the First Day of November One thousand eight hundred and 
[Bill 76.] A fifty- 
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2 Ecclesiastical Courts and Registries {Ireland) . 

fifty-nine, as the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland shall hy Order in 
Council ^point ; provided that such Order be made One Month at 
least previously to the Day so to be appointed. 

II. This Act may be cited as the “ Ecclesiastical Courts Act 

(Ireland), 1859.” g 

III. In the Construction of this Act the following Words shall 
have the Meaning hereto assigned to them; (that is to say,) 

“ Central Registry ” shall mean the Central Registry to be under 
this Act hereafter established in Dublin as the Registry of the 
Metropolitan Courts and of all the Diocesan Courts in Ireland : 10 

“ Judicial Committee” shall mean the Judicial Committee of Her 
Majesty’s Privy Council in England : 

“ Lord Chancellor” shall mean the Lord High Chancellor or Lord 
Commissioners for the Custody of the Great Seal of Ireland for 
the Time being : 

“ Power” shall include “Jurisdiction and Authority 
Said Archbishops shall mean the Lord Archbishop of Armagh 
for the Time being and the Lord Archbishop of Dublin for the 
Time being : 

“United Court” shall mean the Consistorial or Diocesan Court 20 
formed by the Union of the several Courts which by the 
Enactments of this Act shall be united to each other, and shall 
include the Diocesan Court of Meath : 

United Diocese shall mean the several Dioceses under the 
Episcopal Jurisdiction of One Archbishop or Bishop, and shall 25 
include the Diocese of Meath ; 

United Registry shall mean the Consistorial or Diocesan 
Registry formed by the Union of the several Registries which 
by the Enactments of this Act shall be united to each other, 
and shall include the Registry of the Diocese of Meath : 30 

Vicar General shall mean and include Official Principal, Com- 
missary General, and Chancellor. 

IV. Eor the Purposes of this Act, the Province of an Archbishop 
or the Diocese of an Archbishop or Bishop shall be taken to include 
every Place or District, exempt or peculiar, subject to the Authority 35 
of such Archbishop or Bishop for the Purposes of an Act passed in 
the Fifth Year of His late Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled 

An Act to consolidate and amend the Laws for enforcing the 

Residence of Spiritual Persons on their Benefices; to restrain 

Spiritual Persons from carrying on Trade or Merchandise ; and for 40 
“ the Support and Maintenance of Stipendiary Curates in Ireland.” 

V. Nothing 
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Ecclesiastical Courts and Registries [Ireland). 

V. Nothing in this Act contained shall be deemed, construed, or 
taken to derogate from, diminish, prejudice, alter, or affect, otherwise of Arch- 
than is expressly provided, any Power or Right already vested in or bishops, 
belonging to any Archbishop or Bishop, or Vicar General, under or 

5 by virtue of any Statute, Canon, or Usage. 

VI. This Act shall not interfere with the Power or Right of any visitations 
Archbishop, Bishop, Archdeacon, or other Ecclesiastical Person, as to 
holding Visitations, or doing any Act or exercising any Power or 
Right which he may at present do or exercise at Visitations. 

jQ VII. Subject to the Rules and Orders to be made under this Act, 
nothing in this Act contained shall affect the Power of any Metro- 
politan or Diocesan Vicar General to appoint, as heretofore, Surro- 
gates for granting Marriage Licences. 

VIII. All Suits and Proceedings in Causes or Matters Ecclesiastical -A-sto Suits 
15 which, at the Time when this Act comes into operation shall be ^^en"fis 

pending in any Ecclesiastical Court in Ireland which by this Act Act comes 
shall be united to any. other Ecclesiastical Court shall be transferred 
to, dealt with, and decided by the Court to and with which such 
Ecclesiastical Court shall be united by this Act, as if the same had 
20 been originally commenced therein. 

IX. If, at the Time when this Act comes into operation, any 

Cause or Matter Ecclesiastical which would be transferred to a United ral^wbosr*^* 
Court under this Act shall have been heard before any Vicar General Power is 
having Jurisdiction in relation to such Cause or Matter, and be then 
25 standing for Judgment, such Vicar General may, at any Time within written 
Six Weeks after this Act comes into operation, give or transmit to Judgments, 
the Registrar of the United Court a wiltten Judgment thereon, and 
a Decree or Order, as the Case may require, shall be drawn up by 
the Registrar of the United Court, in pursuance of such Judgment, 

30 and every such Decree or Order shall have the same Force and 
Effect as if it had been drawn up in pursuance of a Judgment of the 
Court of the Diocese of which he had been the Vicar General on 
the Day on which the same was delivered to the Registrar, and shall 
be subject to Appeal under this Act. 

35 X. Any Decree or Order of any Ecclesiastical Court which shall Courts may 
have been made before this Act comes into operation in any Causes ^r 
or Matters Ecclesiastical may be enforced or otherwise dealt with by 
a United Court in the same Way as if it had been originally made comes 
therein. 

ration. 
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The United Registries. 

Sms’" „ Fr™ and after this Act coming into operation, and until a 
United Central Hegistry shall be established in Dublin, there shall be in 
Eegtetr.ee, Ireland Twelve United Diocesan Courts and Twelve United Diocesan 
Registries, and all Records and other Instruments heretofore re- 5 
guired to be registered in any Ecclesiastical Registry shah, subject 
to the Rules and Orders to be made under this Act, be filed in One 
of such United Registries. 



Dioceses of 
Killaloe and 
Kilfenora 
transferred 
to the Pro- 
vince of 
Armagh. 



XII. From and after this Act coming into operation, the Diocese 
of Killaloe and the Diocese of Kilfenora shall for all Purposes what- 10 
soever be and be deemed to be within the Province of Armagh, 
and under the Archiepiscopal Jurisdiction of the Archbishop^of 
Armagh as Metropolitan. 



SStrTof operation, the Con- 

Clogherto sistonal and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese of Clogher 15 
Cor. aad‘° ““ Consistorial and Diocesan Court and Registry 

Eegiairy of °f the Diocese of Armagh ; the Consistorial and Diocesan Court 
Armagh, &C. and Registry of the Diocese of Eaphoe shall be united to the 
Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese of Derry; the Consis- 
torial and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese of Dromore 20 
shall be united to the Consistorial and Diocesan Court and Registry 
of the Dioceses of Down and Connor; the Consistorial and Diocesan 
Court and Registry of the Dioceses of Elphin and Ardagh shall be 
united to the Consistorial and Diocesan Court and Registry of the 
Diocese of Kilmore ; the Consistorial and Diocesan Court of the 25 
Dioceses of Killala and Achonry shall be united to the Consistorial 
and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese of Tuam ; the Con- 
sistorial and Diocesan Courts and Registries of the Dioceses of 
Clonfert, Kilmacduagh, and Kilfenora shall be united to the Consis- 
torial and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese of Killaloe; 30 
the Consistorial and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese of 
Kildare shall be united to the Consistorial and Diocesan Court and 
Repstry of the Dioceses of Dublin and Glandelagh ; the Consistorial 
and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Dioceses of Ferns and 
Leighlin shall be united to the Consistorial and Diocesan Court and 35 
Registry of the Diocese of Ossory ; the Consistorial and Diocesan 
Courts and Registry of Cashel and Emiy shall be united to the 
Consistorial and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Dioceses of 
Waterford and Lismore ; the Consistorial and Diocesan Court and 
Registry of the Diocese of Cloyne shall be united to the Consis- 40 
torial and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Dioceses of Cork 
and Ross ; and the Consistorial and Diocesan Court and Hegistry of 
the Dioceses of Ardfert and Aghadoe shall be united to the Con- 

sistorial 
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sistorial and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese of 
Limerick. 

XIV. From and after this Act coming into operation, the Patents, Existing 
Commissions, and Appomtments of the Vicars General of the 

5 Dioceses of Clogher, Raphoe, Dromore, Elpliin, Ardagh, Kildare, General of 
Ferns and Leighlin, Cashel and Emly, Killala and Achonry, Cloyne, 

Kilfenora, Clonfert and Kilmacduagh, Ardfert and Aghadoe, shall be ‘ 

of no Force and Effect. 

XV. Provided, That, subject to the Provisions of this Act, and Kesewation 
10 subject to the Rules and Orders to be made under this Act, nothing' 

herein contained shall impair the Right of the Person who now of the Vicars 
fills the Offices of Vicar General of the Dioceses of Armagh and 
Clogher respectively, so long as he shall be Vicar General of Tuamrand 
the Diocese of Armagh under this Act, from receiving as heretofore 
15 all such Fees as may be received for the Vicar General in respect of 
the Dioceses of Armagh and Clogher ; or of the Person who now fills 
the Offices of Vicar General of the Dioceses of Tuam, Killala, and 
Achonry respectively, so long as he shall be Vicar General of the 
Diocese of Tuam under this Act, from receiving as heretofore all 
20 such Fees as may be received for the. Vicar General in respect of 
the Dioceses of Tuam, Killala, and Achonry ; or of the Person 
who now fills the Offices of Vicar General of the Dioceses of Cork 
and Ross and Cloyne respectively, so long as he shall be Vicar General 
of the Diocese of Cork under this Act, from receiving as heretofore 
25 all such Fees as may be received for the Vicar General in respect 
of the Dioceses of Cork, Cloyne, and Ross 

XVI. From and after this Act coming into operation, the Patents Existing 
or Appointments of the Registrars and Deputy Registrars and Appa- 

ritors of the Dioceses of Clogher, Raphoe, Dromore, Cashel, Emly, Kegistrar 
30 Kilfenora, Ardfert and Aghadoe, Elphin, Ardagh, Killala and of 

Achonry, Kildare, Ferns, Leighlin, Cloyne, Clonfert and Kilmac- Clogher, ° &c. 
dtiagh, shall be of no Force or Effect. annulled. 

XVII. Piovided, Phat, subject to the Provisions of this Act, lieservation 
and subject to the Rules and Orders to be made under this Act, exist- 

33 nothing herein contained shall impair the Right of the Person who of aw fieeis- 
now fills the Offices of Registrar of the Dioceses of Waterford, 

Lismore, Cashel, and Emly respectively, so long as he shall be and Lime- 
Registrar of the Diocese of Waterford under this Act, from receiving 
as heretofore all such Fees as may he received for the Registrar in 
40 respect of the Dioceses of Waterford, Lismore, Cashel, and Emly ; 
or of the Person who now fills the Offices of Registrar of the Dioceses 
[76.] A3 of 
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6 Ecclesiastical Courts and Registries {Ireland). 

of Limericls:, Ardfert, and Aghadoe respectively, so long- as he shall 
be Registrar of the Diocese of Limerick under this Act, from 
receiving as heretofore all such Fees as may be received for the 
Registrar in respect of the Dioceses of Limerick, Ardfert, and 
Aghadoe. ^ 

XVIII. From and after this Act coming into operation, the Vicar 
General, Registrars, Deputy Registrar, and Apparitor of the Diocese 
of Armagh shall respectively discharge the Duties and possess the 
Rights and Powers of the Vicar General, Registrar, Deputy Registrar, 
and Apparitor of the Diocese of Clogher ; the Vicar General, Regis- 10 
trar, and Apparitor of the Diocese of Derry shall respectively 
discharge the Duties and possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar 
General, Registrar, and Apparitor of the Diocese of Raphoe ; the 
Vicar General, Registrar, Deputy Registrar, and Apparitor of the 
Dioceses of Down and Connor shall respectively discharge the Duties 15 
-and possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar General, Registrar, 
Deputy Registrar, and Apparitor of the Diocese of Dromore ; the 
Vicar General, Registrar, and Apparitor of the Diocese of Kilmore 
shall respectively discharge the Duties and possess the Rights and 
Powers of the Vicar General, Registrar, and Apparitor of the Dioceses 20 
of Elphin and Ardagh ; the Vicar General, Registrar, Deputy Regis- 
trar, and Apparitor of the Diocese of Tuam shall respectively 
discharge the Duties and possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar 
General, Registrar, Deputy Registrar, and Apparitor of the Dioceses 
of Killala and Achonry ; the Vicar General, Registrar, and Apparitor 25 
of the Diocese of Killaloe shall respectively discharge the Duties 
and possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar General, Registrar, 
and Apparitor of the Dioceses of Clonfert, Kilmacduagh, and 
Kilfeuora; the Vicar General, Registrar, Deputy Registrar, and 
Apparitor of the Dioceses of Dublin and Glandelagh shall respec- 30 
tively discharge the Duties and possess the Rights and Powers of 
the Vicar General, Registrar, Deputy Registrar, and Apparitor of 
the Diocese of Kildare ; the Vicar General, Registrar, and Apparitor 
of the Diocese of Ossory shall respectively discharge the Duties and 
possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar General, Registrar, and 35 
Apparitor of the Dioceses of Ferns and Leighlin; the Vicar General, 
Registrar, and Apparitor of the Dioceses of Waterford and Lismore 
shall respectively discharge the Duties and possess the Rights and 
Powers of the Vicar General, Registrar, and Apparitor of the 
Dioceses of Cashel and Emly ; the Vicar General, Registrar, Deputy 40 
Registrar, and Apparitor of the Dioceses of Cork and Ross shall 
respectively discharge the Duties and possess the Rights and Powers 
of the Vicar General, Registrar, Deputy Registrar, and Apparitor of 
the Diocese of Cloyne ; the Vicar General, Registrar, and Apparitor 

of 
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of the Diocese of Limerick shall respectively discharge the Duties 
and possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar General, Registrar, 
and Apparitor of the Dioceses of Ardfert and Aghadoe. 



XIX. The several Dioceses the Courts and Registries of which Certain 
® shall have been united under this Act shall be deemed and taken to J^ioceses to 

. . be united 

be One Diocese for all Purposes of Citation and of Ecclesiastical for Eccle- 
Jurisdiction. . 

durisdictioa. 



XX. All Fees for Business transacted in the Consistorial and All Fees to 
‘Diocesan Courts and Registries united by this Act, and all Fees on Regfg\^.ars 
10 Documents filed therein, and all Fees which shall become due and of United 
payable after this Act comes into operation, to any Vicar General, 

Registrar, or Apparitor, shall (except otherwise directed by the Rules 
and Orders to be made under this Act) be paid to the several Regis- 
trars of the United Registries, and may be recovered by them as such 
1 5 Fees are now recoverable. 



XXI. Every Archbishop and Bishop holding a See in Ireland Transmis- 
shall after the passing of this Act order the Registrar or Deputy to 

Registrar or other Officer of each Registry which shall be united to the United 
a Registry in a Diocese under the Jurisdiction of such Archbishop 
20 or Bishop to transmit to the Registrar of the United Registiy, at 
such Time and, in such Manner as they may direct, all Letters 
Patent, Records, Deeds, Processes, Acts, Proceedings, Compositions, 

Lists, Books, Marriage Notice Books, Documents, Faculties, 

Licences, Consecrations, Instruments relating to Pews in Churches 
25 or Chapels, or to the building or Dilapidations of Ecclesiastical Resi- 
dences, Sequestrations, or any other Instrument or Document now in 
such Diocesan Registry of which he is the Registrar or Deputy 
Registrar ; and no Registrar or Deputy Registrar shall be entitled 
to any Compensation under this Act until he shall have obeyed 
30 such Order to the Satisfaction of such Archbishop or Bishop. 



XXII. If any Person steal or wilfully deface, destroy, or injure Stealing or 
any Letters Patent, Records, Deeds, Processes, Acts, Proceedings, Recordf. 
Compositions, Lists, Books, Marriage Notice Books, Documents, 

Faculties, Licences, Consecrations, Instruments relating to Pews in 
35 Churches or Chapels, or to the building or Dilapidations of Eccle- 
siastical Residences, Sequestrations, or any other Instrument or Docu- 
ment filed or deposited in any United Registry, or in the Central 
Registry, he shall be guilty of Felony, and shall, upon Conviction, be 
liable to Imprisonment for any Term not exceedmg Three Years, 

40 with or without Hard Labour. 

[76.] A 4 XXIII. The 
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XXIII. The Registrar of each United Registry shall keep separate 
' Accounts of all Fees for Business transacted in respect of each 
Diocese; and he shall on the Twenty-fifth Day of March and on 
the Twenty-ninth Day of September in every Year account for and 
pay, as Compensation, to any Vicar' General, Registrar, or Apparitor 5 
Avhose Patent, Commission, or Appointment is annulled by this Act, 
'fwo Thirds of the Fees received in respect of the Diocese to which 
each Vicar General, Registrar-, and Apparitor had severally belonged ; 
and the Registrars of the United Registries shall respectively reserve 
for their own Use, and pay to the Vicars General and Apparitors 10 
appointed by this Act, their respective Shares of the remaining One 
Third of such Fees so received, together with the Fees received for 
the said Vicars General and Apparitors on account of Business 
relating to the Diocese of which they had been Officers before the 
passing of this Act; provided that if any of the Registrars whose 15 
Appointments are annulled by this Act shall have performed their 
Duties by Deputies, and shall have allowed such Deputies any 
Salary or Proportion of the Emoluments appertaining to their Offices, 
such Deputies respectively shall be entitled to receive, and be paid 
by way of Compensation, Two Thirds of the Salary theretofore 20 
allowed them, or the Proportion theretofore allowed them of the 
Emoluments which their Principal under this Act will be entitled to 
receive, and the Remainder thereof only shall be paid to such Principal ; 
provided that the Proportions so payable to any Deputy by way of 
Compensation shall be continued to him only during the joint Lives 25 
of himself and his Principal ; provided also, subject to the Rules and 
Orders to be made under this Act, that nothing herein contained 
shall give any Deputy Registrar a Right to exercise the Duties of a 
Registrar or a Deputy Registrar after the Decease, Resignation, or 
Removal of his Principal from tlie Office of Registrar. 30 

XXIV. Every Registi-ar of a United Registry hereafter to be 
appointed shall perform the Duties of his Office in Person, and shall 
not appoint a Deputy Registrar to perform the Duties of his Office ; 
but nothing herein contained shall disqualify any Person holding the 
Office of Registrar before the passing of tliis Act from discharging 35 
such Duties by Deputy, as heretofore ; provided that in the Case of 
the Illness or Absence of the Registrar of a United Registry (a State- 
ment of the Circumstances whereof shall be filed as of Record in 
the United Registry of which he is Registrar) the Archbishop or 
Bishop having Power over such Registry may appoint, imder his 40 
Archiepiscopal or Episcopal Seal, (which Appointment shall be filed 
in such Registry as of Record,) a qualified Person to act as 
Registrar during the Illness or Absence of such Registrar, and every 
Person so appointed, during the Time for which he shall be so 

appointed 
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appointed to act, shall, subject to the Kales and Orders to be made 
under this Act, have all the Powers, Privileges, and Protections and 
perform all the Duties of the llegistrar for whom he shall have been 
so appointed to act, and such Deputy Registrar shall be paid by such 
5 Registrar such Sum of Money or Proportion of Pees, by way of 
Salary or Allowance, not exceeding Two Thirds of the Fees received 
by such Registrar for bis own Use, as shall be fixed by and under the 
-irchiepiscopal or Episcopal Seal of the Archbishop or Bishop having 
Power over such Registry, or over the United Registry of which 
10 such Registrar is the Registrar. 

XXV. Subjeet to the Rules and Ordtn-s to be made under this Act, Apparitors 
every Apparitor shall perform the Duties of his Office in Person, and theiv^Diides 
shall not appoint a Deputy to perform the Duties of his Office. in Person. 

Provincial and Diocesan Vicars Genhrai,. 

15 XXVI. When the Offices of Vicar General of the Province of ^ 

{general to 

Armagh and of the Province of Dublin shall become vacant by the be appointed 
Death, Resignation, or Removal of Joseph Ormsby Radcliff, Esquire, 

One of Her Majesty’s Counsel, the present Vicar General of the Courts of ' 
Provinces of Armagh and Dublin, the Archbishop of Armagh for 
20 the Time being, and the Archbishop of Dublin for the Time being, 
shall jointly nominate and appoint under their Archicpiscopal Seals 
One qualified Person to be their Vicar General for their respective 
Provinces and Courts, and who shall hold such- Office during good 
Behaviour ; and upon every Vacancy of such Office of Vicar General 
25 they shall appoint under their Archicpiscopal Seals a Successor : But 
no Person shall be qualified for the Office of Vicar General of the 
Metropolitan Court.s of Armagh and Dublin imless he be One of Her 
Majesty’s Seijeants or Counsel learned in the Law, or a practising 
Barrister of Fifteen Years standing. 

30 XXVII. In case of the Illness or Absence of any Vicar General of Appoiut- 
the Provinces of Armagh and Dublin, to he hereafter appointed under "^Depufy 
this Act, a Statement of the Circumstances whereof shall be by the Provincial 
Registrar filed as of Record in the Registry in Dublin, the said 
Archbishops may appoint under their Archicpiscopal Seals, which Ap- 
35 pointment shall be by the Registrar filed as of Record in the Registry 
in Dublin, One of Her Majesty’s Serjeants or Counsel learned in the 
Law, or a practising Barrister of Fifteen Years standing, to act as 
Vicar General for the Provinces of Armagh and Dublin during the 
Illness or Absence of the Vicar General ; and every Seijeant, Counsel, 

40 or Barrister so appointed, during the Time for which he shall be so 
appointed to act, shall have all the Powers, Privileges, and Protections 
and perform all the Duties of the Vicar General for whom he shall 
[76.] B have 
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have been so appointed to act ; and such' Deputy Vicar General shall 
be paid by such Vicar General such Sum of Money or Proportion of 
Pecs, by way of Salary or Allowance, not exceeding Two Thirds of 
the Fees received by such Vicar General for his own Use, as shall be 
fixed by the said Archbishops under their Archiepiscopal Seals. 5 

QuaMca-_ XXVIII. After the passing of this Act, no Person shall be 
ce°3an Vicilrs Office of Vicar General for any United Diocese in 

General. Ireland unless he has previously been a practising Barrister of Ten 
Years standing ; and no Vicar General so appointed shall be entitled 
to any Compensation by reason of his Removal from Office in conse- 10 
quence of the Bishops of the United Church of England and Ireland 
who hold Secs in Ireland, or a Majority of them, appointing under 
this Act Two Vicars General to discharge the Duties of Vicar General 
in their several Dioceses or Diocesan Courts ; but nothing herein 
contained shall disqualify any Person holding the Office of Vicar 15 
General before the passing of this Act from continuing to hold such 
Office under this Act by reason of his not having been a practising 
Barrister of Ten Years standing. ^ 

mcn^of Dc- ^asc of the Illness or Absence of any Diocesan Vicar 

puty Diocc- G'Cneral appointed after this Act comes into operation, a Statement 20 
of file Circumstances whereof shall be filed as of Record in the 
United Registry belonging to the United Diocese of which he is Vicar 
General, the Bishop having Power over such United Diocese may 
appoint under his Episcopal Seal, which Appointment shall be by the 
Registrar of such United Diocese filed as of Record, a practising 25 
Barrister of Ten Years standing to act as Vicar General for such 
United Diocese during such Illness or Absence f and every Barrister 
so appointed during the Time for which he shall so be appointed to 
act shall have all the Powers, Privileges, and Protections and per- 
form all the Duties of the Vicar General for whom he shall have 30 
been so appointed to act ; and such Deputy Vicar General so 
appomted shall be paid by such Vicar General such Sum of Money 
or Proportion of Fees by way of Salary or Allowance, not exceeding 
Two Thirds of the Fees received by such Vicar General for his own 
Use, as shall be fixed by the said Bishop under his Episcopal Seal. 35 

Ke^ati-arw XXX. If the Office of Registrar or Apparitor of any of the 
ritoriln United Courts or Registries under this Act become vacant before 
future to bo the Central Registry has been established, the Bishop of the Diocese 
™bj°cct to which the Vacancy occurs shall only appoint a Successor to hold 
Ecmovaion such Office until the Central Registry has been established; and dO 
SislSSnfc Establishment of the Central Registry no Register or 

of a Central Apparitor so appointed shall be entitled to any Compensation by 
vogiPtiy. i-cfison of his Removal from Office. 

XXXI. At 
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XXXI. At any Time after this Act shall come into operation, the 
Bishops of the United Church of England and Ireland holding Sees 
in Ireland, or a Majority of them, may appoint, or upon the Establish- 
ment of a Central Registry the said Bishops, or a Ma-jority of them, 
5 shall appoint, under their Episcopal Seals, Two Vicars Geuerjil, who 
shall, subject to the Rules and Orders to be made under this Act, 
discharge all the Duties of Vicar General for each and every of 
the said Bishops in their several Dioceses and Diocesan Courts, 
and shall respectively hold their Offices during good Behaviour ; 
10 and upon the Appointment of such Diocesan Vicars General the 
Patents, Commissions, and Appointments of all other Diocesan Vicars 
General shall be of no Force or Effect ; and upon evei’y Vacancy of the 
Office of Vicar General the said Bishops, or a Majority of them, shall 
appoint under their Episcopal Seals a Successor; and every such 
15 Vicar General shall be at the Time of his Appointment a practising 
Barrister of not less than Ten Years standing; and every such Vicar 
General so appointed shall have all such Rights, Powers, and Privi- 
leges as Vicars General now have by the Laws Ecclesiastical and 
by the Canons of the United Church of England and Ireland in 
20 Ireland : Provided, that if any Vicar General whose Appointment has 
been so annulled held, at the Time of the passing of this Act, the 
Office of Vicar General, he shall be entitled during his natural Life 
to receive and be paid by way of Compensation, in such Form and 
Manner as may be directed by the Rules and Orders to be made under 
25 this Act, Two Thirds of the Fees to be hereafter annually received in 
respect of such Office : Provided, that any Bishop holding a See in 
Ireland dissenting from or disapproving of any Appointment of Vicars 
General made as aforesaid may appoint in their Place any practising 
Barrister, of not less than Ten Years standing-, to discharge during 
30 good Behaviour all the Duties of a Vicar General within his united 
Diocese ; but such Appointment as Vicar Genei-al for such 
Diocese shah be void upon the next Avoidance of the said See 
either by Death, Resignation, or otherwise ; nor shall any Vicar 
General so appointed be entitled to i-eceive for his own Use any 
35 Salary, Fees, or Proportion of Fees, or Emoluments, as Vicar 
General in respect of such United Diocese, but every such Vicar 
General ’ so appointed shall have in every other respect all such 
Rights, Powers, and Privileges as Vicars General now have by 
the Laws Ecclesiastical and by the Canons of the United Church 
40 of England and Ireland in Ireland. 

XXXII. In case of the Illness or Absence of cither of the Two 
Diocesan Vicars General, a Statement of the Circumstances whereof 
shall be by the Registrar of the Central Registry fled in the 
Central Registry, the said Bishops, or any Three of them, may 
[76.] C appoint 
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appoint under their Episcopal Seals, which Appointment shall be by 
the Registrar filed as of Record, some other practising Barrister of 
Ten Years standing to act as Vicar General during the Illness or 
Absence of such Vicar General ; and every Barrister so appointed 
during the Time for which he shall be so appointed to act shall 5 
have all the Powers, Privileges, and Protections and perform all the 
Duties of the Vicar General for whom he shall have been so 
appointed to act ; and such Deputy Vicar General, so appointed shall 
be paid by such Vicar General such Sum of Money or Proportion of 
Fees by way of Salary or Allowance, not exceeding Two Thirds 10 
of the Fees received by such Vicai* General for his own Use, as shall 
be fixed by the said Bishops, or any Three of them, under their 
Episcopal Seals. 

XXX III. If at any Time any Provincial or Diocesan Vicar General 
shall cease to be a Member of the United Church of England and 15 
Ireland, his Office shall ipso facto become void, as in the Case of 
a Vacancy in the Office caused by Death, and a Successor shall be 
appointed. 

Procedure and Practice in Provincial and Diocesan Courts. 

XXXIV. Whereas an Act was passed in the Session of Parlia- 20 
ment held in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Years of Her present 
Majesty, intituled “ An Act to alter and improve the Mode of taking 
“ Evidence in the Ecclesiastical Courts of England and Wales,” and 
it is expedient to extend the Provisions of such Act to Ireland : 

Be it enacted. That in any Suit or Proceeding depending in any 25 
Ecclesiastical Court in Ireland the Court (if it shall think fit) may 
summon before it and examine or cause to be examined Witnesses 
by Word of Mouth, and either before or after Examination by 
Deposition or Affidavit ; and Notes of such Evidence shall be 
taken down in Writing by the Judge or Registrar, or by such other 30 
Person or Persons, and in such Manner, as the Judge of the Coui't 
shall direct : And whereas another Act was also passed in the Session 
held in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Years of Her present Majesty, 
intituled “ An Act for abolishing the Jurisdiction of the Ecclesiastical 
“ Courts of England and Wales in Suits for Defamation,” 'and it 35 
is expedient to extend the Provisions of such Act to Ireland : 

Be it enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any Ecclesiastical 
Court in Ireland to entertain or adjudicate upon any Suit for or 
Cause of Defamation. 

XXXV. If all the Parties to any Suit or Proceeding in a Cause 40 
or Matter Ecclesiastical, or the Promovent or Plaintiff in an unde- 
fended 
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fended Suit or Proceeding, be desirous to have such a Suit or Pro- by the 
ceeding argued before the Archbishop of Armagh or his Vicar -Ajchbishop 
General in Dublin, the Archbishop of Armagh may, with the Con- 4e°pfo^ 
sent of the Archbishop of Dublin, direct the same to be argued 
5 accordingly, and the Archbishop of Armagh or his Vicar General 
shall have and exercise the same Rights and Powers in respect of 
such Suit or Proceeding as he would have had or might have exercised 
in the Province of Armagh, 

XXXVI. If in the Metropolitan Court of Armagh or Dublin, or E?i- 
10 in any United Court, any Person -vyilfully give false E-\ddence upon be'^deemed 
Oath, he shall be deemed guilty of Perjury. Perjury. 

XXXVII. All Persons heretofore admitted to practise as Advocates Power to 
or Proctors respectively in any Ecclesiastical Court in Ireland, and all 
Barristers, Attorneys, and Solicitors entitled to practise in the Superior &c. to prac- 
15 Courts in Dublin, shall, be entitled to practise in the Metropolitan 

Courts and in the United Courts. tical Courts. 

XXXVIII. The said Archbishops, with the Concurrence of the Rules aud 
Lord Chancellor, shall before this Act comes into operation, make 
and issue General Rules and Orders for the Custody and Pre- 
20 servation of all Records, Books, Instruments, or other Documents in 
the United Diocesan Registries ; and for regulating the Times and 
Eorms and Mode of Procedure before the Metropolitan Courts and 
United Courts, or either of such Courts ; for making such Alterations 
in the Form and Number of Ecclesiastical Instruments now issued 
25 imder any Archiepiscopal or Episcopal Seal, or out of any Metro- 
politan Court, Cousistorial Court, Metropolitan or United Registry, 
or out of the Central Registry, as they may deem expedient, and 
such Instruments so altei-ed shall be as effectual in Law for their 
Purpose as the Forms for which they are substituted ; and for regu- 
30 lating the Government and Conduct of every Registrar of every 
United Registry, and of all Clerks, Agents, and other Officers or 
Persons, in and relating to the Distribution and Performance of the 
Duties and Business to be done and performed in the Execution of 
their Offices or of this Act, and of any General Rules and Orders 
35 made in pursuance of it ; and for establishing, fixing, and regulating 
the Salaries, Fees or Proportions of Fees, or other Emoluments to be 
allowed to any Metropolitan or Diocesan Vicar General, and to all 
or any of the Registrars of the United Dioceses under this Act, and 
for directing, after Payment of such Salaries, Fees or Proportions 
40 of Fees, and Emoluments, the Application of the Surplus, if any, of 
the Fees and other Emoluments payable to any of the Vicars General 
and Registrars under this Act or otherwise, in such Manner as the 
[76.] C 2 said 
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said Archbishops, with the Concurrence of the Lord Chancellor, 
may deem expedient ; and for establishing, fixing, and regulating 
the Fees and Allowances to Proctors, Attornies, and Solicitors in 
respect to such Matters ; and for establishing, fixing, and regulating 
the Fees to be payable by Suitors of the said Courts to the Officers 5 
thereof in respect of the Business to be conducted before the Metro- 
politan and United Courts ; and for establishing, fixing, and regulating 
all Fees on Instruments prepared in the United Registries or in the 
Central Registry, or filed therein, and for establishing, fixing, and 
regulating all other Fees, Charges, and Costs to be charged and paid 10 
either in the said Courts or in the United Registries or in the Cen- 
tral Registry in respect of the Business done or transacted therein 
respectively ; and all such Rules and Orders may from Time to 
Time be rescinded, altered, varied, or added to by the like Autho- 
rity ; and all such Rules and Orders as aforesaid shall take effect as 15 
General Rules and Orders of the Metropolitan and United Courts 
and of the United Registries, or of the Central Registry. 

The Central Registry. 

XXXIX. The said Archbishops, with the Concurrence of the 
Lord Chancellor, may, when they deem it expedient, combine all 20 
the United Registries, including the Registry of the Diocese of 
Meath, into One Central Registry in Dublin ; and for all Purposes 
of Jurisdiction such Central Registry shall be deemed to be the 
Registry of the Metropolitan Courts and of every United Court in 
Ireland. 25 

XL. Upon the Establishment of the Central Registry, the said 
Archbishops, with the Concurrence of the Lord Chancellor, shall, 
if ^ they deem it expedient, order the Registrars of the United Regis- 
tries to transmit all or, any Letters Patent, Records, Deeds, Pro- 
cesses, Acts, Proceedings, Compositions, Lists, Books, Mai-riage 30 
Notice Books, Documents, Faculties, Licences, Consecrations, Instru- 
ments relating to Pews in Churches or Chapels, or to the building 
or Dilapidations of Ecclesiastical Residences, Sequestrations, Commis- 
sions, and all other Instruments in their several Registries, to the 
Central Registry ; and if any Registrar of an United Registry shall 35 
wilfully disobey or neglect to obey such Order, he shall forfeit the 
Sum of One hundred Pounds, to be recoverable by the Registrar of 
the Central Registry in any of the Superior Courts in Dublin, and 
such Sum of Money shall be paid, when recovered by him, into the 
Ecclesiastical Registry Fund. 4 q 

XLI. Upon the Establishment of the Central Registry, all the 
then existing Registrars of the United Registries shall be removed 

from 
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from their Offices bj the said Archbishops, with the Coiicurreuce of 
the Lord Chancellor ; and a Registrar of the Central Registry shall 
from Time to Time be elected by the Archbishops and Bishops 
holding Sees in Ireland, or the Majoritj'^ of them ; and such Registrar 
5 shall be the Registrar of each Provincial and Cousistorial Court, 
and of each Province and Diocese and exempt Jurisdiction in Ireland, 
and he may be by the said Archbishops removed for any Misconduct 
or Neglect, in such Manner as shall be directed by the Rules and. 

Orders to be made under this Act ; and before entering on his Office 
10 such Registrar of the Central Registry shall give Security for the 
due accounting for all Sums received by liira, as such Rules and 
Orders may direct ; and a sufficient Number of Clerks, Agents, and Appoint- 
other Officers and Persons shall be nominated and appointed by the officers, &c. 
said Archbishops, to be employed in the Central Registry, to assist in the 
15 the Registrar ; and their Salaries, and the Salaries or Proportions of 
Fees to be allowed to the Registrar, shall be regulated and directed 
by the Rules and Orders to be made under this Act. 



XLII. In order to transact the Business of the several United Deputy 
Dioceses, each Archbishop and Bishop holding Sees in Ireland shall, 

20 upon the Establishment of the Central Registry, and from Time 
to Time, appoint a fit Person to act as the Deput}' Registrar of his 
United Diocese during his Pleasure ; and the Powers and Duties of 
such Deputy Registrar shall be settled and defined by the Rules and 
Orders to be made under this Act. 

25 XLIII. Upon the Establishment of the Central Registry, the Compou- 
llegistrars and Apparitors appointed by this Act to be Registrars and of 

Apparitors respectively of the United Registries shall be entitled to United Re- 
receive, by way of Compensation, out of the Ecclesiastical Registry g'su-ies re- 
Fund, Annuities equal in Amount in each Case to Two Thirds of Office. 

30 the net annual Amount of Fees received by them respectively for 
their own Use for Business transacted in respect of the Diocese of 
which they had been Registrars or Apparitors, upon an Average of 
Five Years immediately preceding the Establishment of the Central 
Registry, or of such Proportion of Five Years as shall have elapsed 
35 since their Appointments respectively. 

XLIV. After the Establishment of the Central Registry, all Fees All Fees, &c. 
and Money received under this Act shall be paid into the Bank of Into® 
Ireland, to the Credit of the said Archbishops, to be placed to an Eccle- 
Account towards forming a Fund to be called the Ecclesiastical ^gt*istey 
40 Registry F\md, which Fund shall be by them applied, as they may Fund, 
deem expedient, in establishing and mamtaining such Central Registry, Application 
[76.] C .'i and 
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and in providing and paying for all Costs, Charges, and Expenses in 
carrying out the Provisions of this Act ; and the said Archbishops 
may, if they think fit, invest from Time to Time any Portion of 
the Funds belonging to the Ecclesiastical Registry Fund in Govern- 
ment Securities, to be thereafter applied, as they may deem expedient, 5 
as herein-before directed. 

XLV. After the Establishment of the Central Registry, the 
Metropolitan and Diocesan Vicars General, the Deputy Registrars of 
the Archbishops and Bishops, the Registrar of the Central Registry, 
and the Clerks, Agents, Officers, and Persons employed or retained lo 
under this Act, shall be respectively paid out of the Ecclesiastical 
Registry Fund, by Salaries or by Proportions of Fees, as shall be 
directed by the Rules and Orders under this Act. 

XLVI. Upon the Establishment of the Central Registry, the 
said Archbishops, with the Concurrence of the Lord Chancellor, 15 
shall make and issue General Rules and Orders for regulating the 
Manner of conducting the Election of the Registrar of the Central 
Registry, for regulating and determining the Government, Tenure 
of Office, Conduct, and Removal of the Registrar of the Central 
Registry, Clerks, Agents, or other Officers and Persons in and 20 
relating to the Distribution and Performance of the Duties and 
Business to be done and performed in the Execution of their Offices 
or of this Act, and of any General Rules and Orders made in 
pursuance of it. 

Couaxs OP Appeal. 25 

XLVII. After the passing of this Act, every Appeal from the 
Decision of any Archbishop or his Vicar General in respect of tbe 
building or improving of Houses of Residence of Ecclesiastical Per- 
sons, or in respect of Dilapidations committed or suffered therein, 
shall be made to the Court of Appeal in Chancery, xmder the 30 
“ Chancery Appeal Court Act (Ireland), 1856,” and- the Decision of 
such Court shall be final. 

XLVin. After the passing of this Act, every Appeal from any 
Metropolitan Court in Ireland in respect of Matters concerning 
the Doctrine, Worship, Discipline, or Government of the United 35 
Church of England and Ireland shall be made to Her Majesty in 
Council, and shall be heard and determined in the same Manner 
as Appeals from a Court of an Archbishop in England may now be 
heard and determined under an Act passed in the Third and Fourth 
Year's of Her present Majesty, intituled “ An Act for better enforcing 40 
“ Church Discipline.” 

XLIX. Every 
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XLIX. Every Archbishop and Bishop of the United Church of Every 
England and Ireland who now is or at any Time hereafter shall be Bishop, 
sworn of Her Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council, shall be being Mem- 
a Member of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council for the pi^^^Coun- 
5 Purposes of every such Appeal as aforesaid, and for every other cil, to be 
Appeal that may be made to Her Majesty in Council rmder an 
Act passed in the Session held in the Third and Fourth Years of of the 
Her present Majesty, intituled “ An Act for better enforcing Church Com^ttee 
“ Discipline Provided that when any Appeal shall come from the 
10 Province of Amagh or of Dublin the Archbishop from whose Pro- 
vince such Appeal shall have been brought shall not sit as a Member 
of the Judicial Committee in that Case. 

L. If in any Appeal from a United Court in Ireland to a Metro- An Arch, 
politan Court in Ireland, both Parties petition the Archbishop to 
15 transmit the Appeal to Her Majesty in Coimcil, without any Argu- Appeal per 
ment or Rehearing in the Metropolitan Court in respect of the Law 
or Merits of such Appeal, the Archbishop may, if he think fit, transmit Committee, 
such Appeal, in accordance with such Petition, to Her Majesty in 
Council, who may refer the same to the Judicial Committee, which 
20 Committee shall thereupon proceed to hear and report upon the 
same to Her Majesty in Coimcil. 

LI. Where an Appeal from the Judgment of the Metropolitan Registiyr to 
Court of Armagh or the Metropolitan Court of Dublin under this petition ami 
Act has been referred by Her Majesty to the Judicial Committee, the other Pro- 
25 Registrar of such Metropolitan Court shall transmit the Petition and 

all other Proceedings in the Suit to the Judicial Committee ; provided Committee, 
that the Report of the Judicial Committee, when allowed by Her 
Majesty in Council, upon any such Appeal, shall, together with 
all the Proceedings, be remitted to the Registry of the Metropolitan ; 

30 Court from which such Appeal was made, to be there filed as of 
Record. 

LII. All General Rules and Orders which may be made under 
this Act shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament by the parliament, 
Registrar* of the Metropolitan Court of Armagh or by the Registrar 
35 of the Metropolitan Court of Dublin, as shall be directed by such 
Rules and Orders, within One Mouth after the making thereof, if 
Parliament be then sitting, or, if Parbament be not then sitting, 
within One Month from the Commencement of the then next Session 
of Parliament. 
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